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Resolution No. 49, 2003-2004

ADOPTING THE BLACK EARTH CREEK RESOURCE AREA PLAN AS AN ELEMENT OF THE
2001-05 DANE COUNTY PARKS AND OPEN SPACE PLAN

The Dane County Parks Commission has authorized a study of the Black Earth Creek area. Public
input was gathered through public meetings with local property owners, officials and other interested groups.
The Dane County Parks Commission is presenting the attached documentation titled: Black Earth Creek
Resource Area Plan, summarized as follows:

+ This is a voluntary financial compensation program offered to land owners within the resource
area identified on map 2 of the Plan.

» The program pays a financial incentive for the landowner to protect natural and historical resources
within the identified area.

« The resource area as outlined on the map/s can only be used with this voluntary program and
cannot be used for or against any other land use division or rezone action by any agency, commit-
tee or municipality.

« Al private property rights must be protected.

A partial listing of natural resources, sites, and methods that may be considered for this program are:

+ 100 feet each side of the Black Earth Creek for protection from active farm practices runoff.

* Maintain rural character by the placement of new construction at least 100 feet back from the crest
of a hill and leave or plant a permanent tree break.

+ Sale of development rights to keep agricultural lands for crop production or open space.
* Preservation of historical buildings.
+ Existing and historic wetlands.

The Black Earth Creek Resource Area Plan shall be included in and a part of the Dane County Parks and
Open Space Plan.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Dane County Board of Supervisors and the Dane County
Executive adopt this plan with the provisions as identified in this Resolution. This Resolution becomes effec-
tive upon adoption and publication as prescribed by law. :

Submitted by Supervisors: Wendt, Ripp, Mohrbacher, Lowe and Opitz, June 5, 2003 (p. 43, 03-04)
Referred to PUBLIC WORKS/FACILITIES MANAGEMENT, ZONING/NATURAL RESOURCES, AND PARKS.

Approved by the Dane County Board of Supervisors August 21, 2003
Approved by the County Executive August 26, 2003




Executive Summary

The Black Earth Creek valley is a highly valued environmental area that includes a nationally recog-
nized trout stream, prime farmland, the Ice Age National Scenic Trail and Scientific Reserve, impor-
tant riparian corridors, wildlife habitat, as well as scenic beauty. This area of steep slopes, wetlands,
floodplains, and adjacent uplands is an important contributor to the baseflow and water quality in
Black Earth Creek. It is an important regional recreation area within urbanizing Dane County, and
also possesses significant natural, cultural and historic functions and values. It is important to
protect these valuable resources through wise planning.

The Dane County Parks and Open Space Plan identifies natural resource study areas and recom-
mends that project plans be prepared. Project plans identify the specific resources to be protected
and establish priorities for targeted acquisition efforts identified through a public planning process
including representation from state and local resource management agencies, local governments,
private interest groups and landowners.

The Black Earth Creek Resource Area Plan was developed including input from a steering committee
representing a cross-section of interests in the area. The plan includes both the Upper Black Earth
Creek Watershed, and Black Earth Creek Valley Resource Study Areas identified in the Dane
County Parks and Open Space Plan. Both areas were included because of their relationship to one
another and the creek, and because it made sense for many different reasons (coordination, logis-
tics, economies of scale, etc.). The plan is also developed in relation to other adopted land use, park
and open space plans, and their specific recommendations for this area. These recommendations
promote the protection, restoration and enhancement of the resource, as well as existing/future
recreational opportunities and linkages between and among communities. On August 21, 2003, the
Dane County Board of Supervisors adopted the Black Earth Creek Resource Area Plan as an element
of the Dane County Parks and Open Space Plan specific to this area.

The protection, restoration and enhancement of the significant natural resources and outdoor
recreational opportunities emphasized in the Black Earth Creek Resource Area Plan are consistent
with and supportive of the goals and objectives contained in various local, state and federal plans.
This is in addition to the focus of activity by various resource management agencies and private
interest groups, representing significant local interest and support. In this regard, the Black Earth
Creek Resource Area Plan complements these other management efforts and provides a focal point
for coordinating, combining and targeting community resources where they are needed most and
where they will have the most beneficial effect. It also fosters joint cooperation and support among
the various partners to help accomplish commonly held goals and objectives.
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